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Welcome to ePreview, the INCOSE UK e-mail bulletin. ePreview covers topical news and events that are of interest to the  
UK Systems Engineering community, complementing our Quarterly Newsletter Preview.   

To contribute or advertise, contact the Editor at emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk. 

INCOSE UK NEWS 

News from the INCOSE UK Council  

 
 
Call for Nominations 

 
This autumn it will be necessary to hold an election for the posts of President Elect, 

Professional Development Director and Academic Director. These three appointments 
automatically have places on the INCOSE UK Council and the Post of President Elect is also a 

Director of INCOSE UK. 

 
The election process, for any member wishing to considered for any of the position is as 

follows:  
 

Nominations should be drawn from current INCOSE UK Membership, with agreement of the nominees, and must be 
submitted in writing to INCOSE UK Secretariat by Friday 14 September 2012.  

 

Nominations Papers must:  
 

 Indicate the position applied for  

 Include the names and signatures of a proposer and a seconder (both of whom must be current Members of 

INCOSE UK)  
 Include a 250 word Brief Personal Statement / Election Address giving the candidate’s qualifications and 

reasons for candidacy. (The statements will be published on the election pages of the INCOSE UK website for 

the members to review.)  

 
Elections will take place online through the INCOSE UK website. The voting will commence Monday 8 October 2012 

and close on Sunday 4 November 2012. The results will be announced at the AGM which will take place on 
Wednesday 7 November 2012 during the Annual Systems Engineering Conference. Candidates do not have to attend 

the Conference or the AGM.  
 

In the event of no nominations being received for any of the vacancies by 14 September 2012, the Council may 

decide to nominate its own candidate for that vacancy. This will be announced at the AGM.  
 

Click here to download the nominations form. 
 

For more information visit the INCOSE UK website.  
 
 

Dr  Michael Wilkinson 

President INCOSE UK 

 
 
 
INCOSE UK – Website. 

The new addition of a Job Vacancies page on the website is proving very popular with employers and members alike. 

If you have not had chance to visit the site, then why not take a look now. 

 

mailto:emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Documents/General/NOMINATION_FORM_FOR_COUNCIL_POSITION_2012.pdf
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Normal_Files/Basic/News.aspx?CatID=News
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Normal_Files/Training/Job_Vacancies.aspx?CatID=Professional_Development
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Obituary: David Wright, 1952 – 2012 

David Wright, INCOSE president-elect, died suddenly on 20th July 2012, while on holiday in Spain 
with his family. David died of pulmonary oedema while walking alone. It is some consolation to his 
loved ones and to his very many friends that he died having sat down to rest in a very beautiful 
place, and reportedly “with a smile on his face”. Many of us saw and spoke to him the week before 

at the Rome International Symposium, where he was full of enthusiasm and energy, taking up the reins as INCOSE 
President Elect. We had all seen that smile! 
 
I first met David nearly forty years ago, in another very 
beautiful place, Glen Dessary in the west Highlands of 
Scotland. With some friends from St Andrews University, I was 
plodding across a bog, carrying heavy rucksacks, when we 
met a group of similarly laden Edinburgh University Physics 
students coming the other way. I knew some of them (through 
my parents, who both taught in the Physics Department at the 
time) and we stopped to chat. One of the group was David.  
 
Perhaps 30 years later, my mother asked whether the David 
Wright who she had seen mentioned in INCOSE articles on 
the web was the David Wright who had studied Physics at 
Edinburgh in the 70s. Indeed he was. By this time he was a 
colonel in the British Army, with a post-graduate degree in 
Systems Engineering and teaching time at the Royal Military 
College of Science under his belt. We must have met at UK 
events in the late 90s, but my first really strong memory of 
David was at the 2004 International Symposium in Toulouse, 
where he and Jack Ring were explaining the difference 
between the process-centric “traditional” INCOSE view of 
systems engineering, and the whole-system value-based 
approach represented by Jack Ring’s System Value Cycle. 
This was a minority view at the time – gosh, how much 
progress we have made in 8 years! - and I was delighted to 
find other people who not only shared my wider view of 
systems engineering but had developed a beautifully simple, 
elegant and complete model and narrative to explain it. I’m 
delighted to say this model has made its way into Version 1.0 
of SEBOK, thanks to copyright release from the IEEE through 
whom it was originally published. 
 
David was a delightful person to know and work with, 
profoundly intelligent and personable and with a rare level of 
systems thinking ability.  He had a deep knowledge of army 
logistics and the new logistics information systems that were 
being developed and brought into service. This unique 
combination of talents made him a trusted sounding board for 
the INCOSE community as we formed and developed our 
ideas for the discipline and for the organisation. Many of us 
got to know him well over the next few years, finding common 
cause in pushing the professionalisation and international 
agendas in INCOSE, and supporting the growth of the UK 
Chapter and the status of systems engineering in the UK.  
 
David was never slow to point out to our US friends when he 
felt they were not properly taking account of international 
(particularly British) perspectives; and I remember him taking 
particularly profound (but temporary, and humorous) umbrage 



 

ePreview Number: 52 Date:  4 August 2012 Page: 3 of 4 

when an American on the Certification Advisory Group questioned the need for the INCOSE Certification programme 
to take the opinions of HM The Queen (as expressed through the Privy Council) into account! I think that was at 
Rochester in 2005.  
 
David retired from the Army and joined Lockheed Martin UK, continuing his interest in logistics through his role in 
Business Development. He maintained his involvement with INCOSE, and was always very good at working in the 
international milieu of the INCOSE leadership. He was enormously respected by all who knew him, and made 
significant contributions to the organisation as UK Chapter SEPDC Chair (Technical Director equivalent) in 2001-3, 
and then internationally as Treasurer, in Leadership Development, and as a leading figure in the development of the 
INCOSE Strategy and Vision – leading to his success in the INCOSE international elections for President-Elect at the 
end of last year.   
 
With David on hand, events and conferences (whether national or international) were always happy affairs, enhanced 
by his presence and illuminated by his charm, character and warmth. This year’s International Symposium in Rome 
was no exception. David was accompanied by his wife Lorraine and daughter Joanna, and it was a great joy to them 
to see how universally liked and respected he was by the international INCOSE family. Those of us who were there 
will treasure our last, satisfying, memories of him – that smile, the constant networking, enthusiastically encouraging 
people to collaborate and share for the good of the organisation and its members. Our collective loss is immense. 
 
David’s remains were cremated in Spain on Monday 23

rd
 July. There will be a memorial service in the UK later in the 

summer. 
 
Our deepest sympathies are with his wife and daughters in this sad time. Oh David, how we will miss you.   
 
Peace be with you all. 
 
Hillary Sillitto, with assistance from Andrew Daw 
 

Members wishing to leave a message of condolence or personal reflections about David are invited to do so on the 
INCOSE Forum: 

http://www.incose.org/forum/index.cfm?page=topic&topicID=409 

 

http://www.incose.org/forum/index.cfm?page=topic&topicID=409
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Call for Papers for the NATO Architecture Assessment for NEC Symposium 
 

Call for Papers for the SCI-254 Symposium on Architecture Assessment for NEC  to be held in 
Tallinn, Estonia, 14-15 May 2013.  The Symposium is NATO UNCLASSIFIED and is open 

to NATO nations and Partnership for Peace nations. The security classification level of the 
papers shall be up to and including NATO UNCLASSIFIED releasable to PfP. 

 

The unclassified abstracts should be submitted by e-mail to the Symposium Chair, Professor Mike 
HENSHAW, m.j.d.henshaw@lboro.ac.uk  and to the SCI Panel Assistant, Ms Carlotta ROSSI, 

carlotta.rossi@cso.nato.int, NO LATER than the 5 NOVEMBER 2012 (US authors and US affiliated 
authors please note that the deadline for abstract submission to USNATCOR is 5 October).   

EVENTS DIARY 

Future Events 

Date/Time  Organisation & Location Description 

17 September 
 
18:30 to 
20:30 

South Coast Local 
Group 
 
Northrop Grumman, 4600 
Parkway, Whiteley, 
Fareham, Hampshire PO15 

7AZ  

The Cyber Test Range: modelling large scale network/system 
architectures 
The evening will provide an informative introduction into the system 
engineering processes involved in using cyber test ranges. This will include 
a tour of the Fareham cyber test range facility, a leading example of its 

type. The Event is Free to attend but you must book to attend. Click 
here to book  

11 September 
 
17:00 

Railway Interest Group 
(RIG) 
 
Location TBA 

The State of (Rail) Systems Engineering 
A reflection by RIG members on the state of SE, in rail and more 
generally, as on display at the recent INCOSE International Symposium 
in Rome,  

15 October to 
18 October 
 
Full Days 

The IET 
 
Radisson Blu Hotel, 

Edinburgh, UK  

IET System Safety Conference incorporating the Cyber Security 
Conference 
For all the details visit http://conferences.theiet.org/system-
safety/index.cfm?origin=incose. 

17  October  
 
17:00 

Railway Interest Group 
(RIG) 
London Underground, 
UCL, London 

Deep Left Shift – SE and the Future Tube Upgrades 
Presentation by Stephen Blackford of London Underground. More 
information will released closer to the meeting date. 

7  November 
 
17:30 

UK Chapter 
 

Warwick Conferences, 
University of Warwick 

2012 AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of INCOSE UK Ltd   

7  - 8 
November 
 
Full Days 

UK Chapter 
 

Scarman Training and 
Conference Centre, 
Warwick Conferences, 
University of Warwick 

Annual Systems Engineering Conference 2012 (ASEC2012) -  
“Building a Better Future”  
 

INCOSE UK’s Annual Systems Engineering Conference (ASEC2012) will 
offer two days of presentations, tutorials and workshops. Our theme is 
“Building a Better Future” which was chosen to appeal to all of the 
industries and domains represented by our members.  

For more information visit  The ASEC2012 Webpage 

For more details visit the events page at www.incoseonline.org.uk  

This e-mailed newsletter has come from the UK Chapter of the International Council on Systems Engineering – INCOSE UK.  The contents are intended solely for the use of the 
intended recipient.  No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or any of it in any form. INCOSE UK is not responsible for the contents or 

accuracy of any links.  If you receive this e-mail in error, or wish to unsubscribe, contact the INCOSE UK Administrator, Emma Jane Taylor emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk 

mailto:m.j.d.henshaw@lboro.ac.uk
mailto:carlotta.rossi@cso.nato.int
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/EventBooking/AutoBooking/MainPage.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=236
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/EventBooking/AutoBooking/MainPage.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=236
http://conferences.theiet.org/system-safety/index.cfm?origin=incose
http://conferences.theiet.org/system-safety/index.cfm?origin=incose
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Documents/Events/ASEC2012/ASEC2012_Flyer.pdf
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/
mailto:emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk

